Sweden is a largely agricultural country with a settled population which changes little from one generation to another ; and while bovine tuberculosis is fairly common in the south and the midlands, it is practically unknown in the north. Dr. Lichtenstein found that the mortality from tuberculosis in children under the age of five was exceptionally high in the north, and when he classified the twenty-four counties in two equally large groups, according as the frequency of bovine tuberculosis was high or low, he found that in the twelve counties with a low frequency, the average incidence of bovine tuberculosis was 2.7 per 10,000 head of cattle. The corresponding figure for the twelve counties with a high frequency of bovine tuberculosis was 13.8 per 10,000. In the first group the death-rate from tuberculosis among children under the age of five was 12.7 per 10,000, while it was 14.8 per 10,000 in the second group. Thus, there was little difference in the incidence of fatal tuberculosis among children in the two groups of counties, although the incidence of bovine tuberculosis wasabout five times greater in the one than in the other. Dr. Lichtenstein also found that the infantile death-rate from tuberculosis in the various Swedish counties ran parallel with the incidence of fatal tuberculosis in human beings of all ages. The chief lesson of his investigations is not so much that bovine tuberculosis is a negligible factor in the development of the disease in man, as that the most serious source of infection is man himself.
